I have already said that the absence of a Dominion-wide demand, and
general public agitation when Mir Sir Osman All Khan Bahadur put forward
his arguments for the rendition of Berar, brought about disastrous results.
The British Government concluded that the demand from the Nizam was a
product of personal and dynastic ambition and that, as there was no mani-
fest public support, the people of Hyderabad were altogether indifferent if
the Berars were restored or not. The fact is that when the people of Hyder-
abad were more or less silent during the Nizam's correspondence with the
Government of India, they were under the impression that the Nizam was
well able to conduct the battle single-handed and their aid, even though of a
moral'nature, was unnecessary. They were unfortunately wrong in this
assumption as subsequent events proved. At least the people were neither
indifferent nor callous and were as desirous of a reunion of the old province
as the Nizam was of its restoration.

For the reasons given above, I take the liberty to put forward a
request for the rendition of Berar and its reunion with Hyderabad on
behalf of the 12J millions of my fellow " mulkis " of these Dominions.

I feel sure, and earnestly, ardently hope that my fellow subjects will
extend their heartiest and sincerest support to the attitude suggested and
thereby render not only a most desrving and necessary piece of service to
Mir Sir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur, the Nizam, out of gratitude for all he
has done for them, but also for their own good and the good of their children
and the good of the Beraris, our brethren, who have been compulsorily
parted from us by the Marquess of Dalhousie who, when he did so, little
thought that he was virtually breaking up a home, sundering ties, and
disrupting a joint family.

If the people of the Dominions do not support their Ruler, who would?
Once they failed ; now they should not. Their loyalty forbids them from
being inert and lukewarm. It is the duty of the mulkis of the Dominions,
notably of the citizens of such a cultured centre as Hyderabad, to tender to
their ruler not passive but active support, especially when his demands are
just, honourable and on the basis of written, signed and sealed documents.

- I would advise my fellow " mulkis " to constantly bear in mind the
very important point that by so valiantly, even stubbornly, fighting with the
British Government, Mir Sir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur, did not count on
the increased revenues accruing from the restoration going to his own
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